
  

Prayer List of the Sick and Afflicted: 

Ray Sturgill was discharged from rehab to stay with his daughter, Jennifer, in 

Mooresville.  Following the first of the year he is scheduled to have a stint inserted to 

address his coronary artery blockage. 

Ray Sturgill’s great granddaughter, Ava, is in the Riley Hospital and is being treated 

for an RSV infection. 

Doris Parnell was unable to be out Wednesday evening. 

Cindy Murray’s husband Randy is dealing with an irregular heartbeat, dizziness and 

shortness of breath.. 

Iris Hash’s son, Bobby Epeards, is doing better with his heart issues and recently had 

a pacemaker installed. 

Linda Jones is recovering from eye surgery and doing well. 

Delores Hendrickson is still struggling with a bad cough and is having some vision 

issues caused by dry macular degeneration in her eyes. 

Charlie Henard’s niece, Brittany Henard, is battling terminal cancer. 

Karen Sproles is still dealing with pain in her knee. 

Jean England, daughter of Karen Sproles, is still having stomach issues. 

Shirley Cook’s daughter-in-law, Judy Cook, is recovering from gallbladder surgery. 

Alice Wade is recovering from surgery performed on her thumb. 

John Richardson is battling with bloating and stomach issues. 

Pray For Our Shut-Ins: 

Gloria Hale, Karen Sproles, Iris Hash, John & Terry Richardson 

Pray For The Mission Works We Are Supporting: 

John Grubb (Mission work in Asia), Daniel Goshorn and family (Mission work in 

Peru).  See latest mission reports on the bulletin board in the back of the auditorium. 

Benevolent Opportunity: 

We will be collecting canned meats, e.g. tuna, salmon, etc., during the month of 

December.  These items will be donated to the Martinsville school food pantry. 

Men’s Business Meeting: 

The next men’s business meeting will be Wednesday, January 1st at 5:00 PM. 

Monthly Pitch-in Dinner: 

Our next pitch-in dinner will be Sunday, January 5th, following the AM services.  

Following the pitch-in, at 1:00 PM, we will have a service in song. 

2025 Planning Meetings: 

The men and women of the congregation will meet at the building on Saturday, 

January 11th at 8:00 AM for breakfast.  Following breakfast, the men and women 

will hold separate meetings to plan works for the 2025 calendar year. 

Radio Program: 

Please remember to tune in every Sunday morning at 8:00 AM to WCBK 102.3 FM 

to hear our radio program which is entitled: “Preparing For Eternity”. 

God’s Plan For Our Salvation 

Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32). 

Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6). 

Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30). 

Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37). 

Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; I Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4). 

Faithful Christian Living, after the above five steps (I Peter 2:11, 12; Rev. 2:10). 
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IS GOD’S WORD STRANGE TO YOU? 
 

        God spoke of Israel and said: “I have written to him the great things of 

my law, but they were counted as a strange thing” (Hosea 8:12). God had 

revealed great and wonderful things, but the people had no interest in 

learning. They loved worldly things more than God (Hosea 4:6; 8:11-14). 

Even today great things from the Bible are no longer understood by most 

people. Numerous truths are not being preached because of “political 

correctness,” and many people do not study the Bible at all; therefore, many 

things in God’s Word sound strange to people today. Is God’s Word strange 

to you? 

        Does it sound strange that sometimes we must “judge” other 

people? Condemning someone for doing the same things you do is wrong, 

but if we have repented and are faithful, we are commanded to help others get 

right with God (Matt. 7:5; Gal. 6:1; James 5:19-20). In so doing, we must 

make judgments about what is right or wrong and who is right or 

wrong: “Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous 

judgment” (John 7:24; cf. Matt. 7:1-20; Mark 6:18; Luke 17:3; Acts 

17:11; Rom. 2:1-3, 20-22; 16:17; 1 Cor. 5; 6:1-11; 2 Cor. 7:10-12; Gal. 

2:11; 1 Thess. 5:21; 2 Thess. 3:6, 14-15; 1 John 4:1; Rev. 2:2). 

        Does it sound strange that Christ has only “one church,” and that 

divisions (such as denominations) are sinful? Christ said, “upon this rock I 

will build my church” (Matt. 16:18). Christ is not a Head connected to many 

bodies, nor is He a Bridegroom with many brides. He is the Head of the one 

body of Christ, which is His church —His one true bride (Eph. 1:22-

23; 4:4; 5:22-33). “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions 

among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in 

the same judgment...every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; 

and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for 

you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?” (1 Cor. 1:10, 12-13; cf. John 

17:20-23). If Christ was crucified for you, wear the name of Christ, not Paul, 

John the Baptist, Martin Luther, etc. Those who promote divisions are guilty 

of sin: “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and 

offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid 

them” (Rom. 16:17; cf. Titus 3:10-11; 2 John 9-11). 

        Does it sound strange that there is a “certain way” God must be 

worshiped? “But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers 

shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to 

worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in 

spirit and in truth” (John 4:23-24; cf. Lev. 10:3; Eccl. 5:2). True New 

Testament worship involves praying to the Father through His 

Son; singing without mechanical instruments of music; giving cheerfully on 

the first day of every week; preaching God’s Word, and 

taking communion on the first day of every week (John 16:23; Acts 20:7; 1 

Cor. 11:20-34; 16:2; Eph. 5:19-20; Col. 3:16-17). 

        Does it sound strange that “nobody can be saved by faith 

alone?” “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils 

also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without 

works is dead? ... Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by 

faith only” (James 2:19-20, 24). “But in every nation he that feareth him, and 

worketh righteousness, is accepted with him” (Acts 10:35). “For in Jesus 

Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; but faith 

which worketh by love” (Gal. 5:6; cf. Matt. 7:21-23; Luke 6:46; Rom. 6:16-

18; Heb. 5:9; 1 Peter 1:22; 1 John 2:3-6). 

        Does it sound strange that “one must be immersed in water to be 

saved?” “...While the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls 

were saved by water. The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now 

save us...” (1 Peter 3:21; cf. John 3:5, 22-23; Acts 2:38; 8:35-39; 22:16; Rom. 

6:3-5, 16-18; Gal. 3:27; Eph. 5:25, 26; Col. 2:11-13). 

        Does it sound strange that “a saved person can become lost?” “For I 

testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the 

whole law. Christ is become of no effect unto you, whosoever of you are 

justified by the law; ye are fallen from grace” (Gal. 5:3-4; cf. 2 Cor. 6:1; 2 

Peter 2:20-22; Heb. 3:12-14; 4:1,11; 10:23-31; 12:14-17, 28-29; Rev. 

2:10; 22:19). 

        Does it sound strange that “there are no signs to foretell the return 

of the Lord?” “But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need 

that I write unto you. For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord 

so cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, Peace and safety; 

then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with 

child; and they shall not escape” (1 Thess. 5:1-3; cf. Matt. 24:42, 43; 2 Peter 

3:10). 

        Does it sound strange that we have been “in the last days” since the 

first century A.D. (the last dispensation of time)? “But this is that which was 

spoken by the prophet Joel; And it shall come to pass in the last 

days...” (Acts 2:16-17; cf. 1 Cor. 10:11; Heb. 9:26-28). Perhaps we should 

study to the extent that fundamental principles such as these are not strange to 

us anymore, but very familiar!  - Jason Patrick Hilburn 
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