Prayer List of the Sick and Afflicted:

Virginia McKinney was recently in the St. Francis hospital being treated for
dizziness but is now back home.

Joni McConnell was in the St. Francis hospital being treated for pneumonia but is
now recovering at home.

Ray Sturgill’s brother-in-law, Teddy Adams, has brain issues and is being treated at
the hospital in Lexington, KY but is allowed to return home on the weekends.

Iris Hash is dealing with hip issues and pleurisy.

Allen Davis is dealing with a respiratory infection.

Iris Hash’s son, Bobby Eppards, is in cardiac rehab in Carmel following surgery.
Karen Sproles’ son Ken suffered a mild heart attack and is recovering at home. Her
daughter, Jean, is battling LARS, a chronic stomach issue In addition, Karen’s
brother-in-law Ken has been diagnosed with bladder cancer and will have surgery
soon.

Deloris Hendrickson is suffering from a bad cough and continues to need our prayers
for sustained health.

Dave Knoy is scheduled for out patient foot surgery on Thursday.

Pray For Our Shut-Ins:

Karen Sproles, Iris Hash, and Kathy Malowitz

Pray For The Mission Works We Are Supporting:

John Grubb and his wife (Mission work in Asia), Daniel Goshorn and family
(Mission work in Peru). See reports of their works on the bulletin board.
Benevolent Opportunities:

We are now collecting instant potatoes. These items will be donated to the MSD
food pantry.

Monthly Pitch-in Dinner:

Our next pitch-in dinner will be today, following the AM services. Following the
meal we will have a service in song at 1 PM then dismiss for the day.

Men’s Business Meeting:

The next men’s business meeting will be Wednesday, November 5" at 5:00 PM.
Stop 11 Road Church of Christ 2025 Lectureship:

The Stop 11 Rd congregation will host their annual lectureship November 2 — 6.
Lectures will be presented Sunday at 10:00 and 11:00 AM and at 1:30 and 2:30 PM.
Additional lectures will be given Monday — Thursday at 10:00 and 11:00 AM and
1:30, 7:00 and 8:00 PM. Our brother Bob Hawkins will be delivering talks at 11:00
AM today and 7:00 PM on Wednesday. Brother Tim Hale will be our speaker this
morning in Bob’s absence.

Radio Program:

Please remember to tune in every Sunday morning at 8:00 AM to WCBK 102.3 FM
to hear our radio program which is entitled: “Preparing For Eternity”.

God’s Plan For Our Salvation

Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32).

Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6).

Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30).

Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37).

Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; I Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4).

Faithful Christian Living, after the above five steps (I Peter 2:11, 12; Rev. 2:10).
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THE “YOUTH APPROACH” TO PREACHING

Victor M. Eskew

In our efforts to teach others the Gospel, it is essential that we make ourselves
all things to all men. This was definitely the approach the apostle Paul took. In First
Corinthians 9:19-23, he discussed this aspect of evangelism. “For though I be free
from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more. And
unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under
the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law, to them that
are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to
Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law. To the weak I became as weak,
that I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means
save some. And this I do for the gospel’s sake, that I might be partaker thereof with
you.”

If we are striving to teach another, we must meet that person where he is.
However, we must be careful in how far this approach is taken. Paul understood this.
He said that when he went to the Gentiles, he became as one “without law,” but he
did not end his comment there. He qualifies it with this parenthetical statement:
“Being not without law to God, but under the law to Christ” (1 Cor. 9:21). Even
though Paul was ministering to those who were not under the Law of Moses, he did
not forget that he was still bound to the law of Christ.

One of the grave concerns that leaders in the church have involves the loss of
our young people. Many youth leave the church when they leave home and go to
college or enter the work arena. This exodus has caused some to reevaluate their
approach to young people. It is believed that we have not “become all things” to our
youth. With this in mind, a new approach has been taken to our youth, especially
when it comes to the proclamation of the Gospel. I have styled this new approach as
the “Youth Approach” to preaching.

As one listens to the ““Youth Approach” to preaching, there are several ways it
can be described. First, it is new and modern. Second, it is fresh and hip. Third, it is
fun and enjoyable. Fourth, it is soft and non-offensive. Fifth, there is no error, but
there is no Bible. Not all of these things are bad. They may make an older crowd
somewhat uncomfortable, but they are not sinful.

There are some words of warning, however, that need to be applied to the
“Youth Approach” to preaching. First, it is very easy for speakers who use this new
approach to become flippant and irreverent in their proclamation of the Gospel of
Christ. Just because certain words and phrases are used among our children does not
mean they should be used in preaching the good news of Jesus Christ. In Acts 26:25,
the apostle Paul described his words as “words of truth and soberness.” Barnes
describes Paul’s words as words “that evinced the most perfect self-possession and
command of his feelings, and who uttered sentiments deep, impressive, and worthy
of the attention of all mankind” (Barnes, e-sword.com). The message of God is holy

and divine. It deals with things eternal. It involves the most precious possession of
man, his soul. Its delivery should not be mingled with the fluff and slim of the world
just to make it palatable for young people. Speakers need to teach sobering thoughts
to our children.

A second warning involves the soft, non-offensive messages that are often
proclaimed to our youth. Some refer to them as “feel good” lessons. Occasionally, a
message of this sort may be warranted. However, we live in extremely dangerous
times. Satan and his army are on the march. The precious things of God are under
attack. The minds of our youth are being assailed on every front. To protect them,
calls for stern, “to the point,” messages. The enemy must be exposed. Our children
must be told how to overcome the evil one. They must be exhorted to “fight the good
fight of faith” (1 Tim. 6:12) and to “contend earnestly for the faith” (Jude 3). The
minister of the Gospel needs to remember the words of God spoken to the prophet of
God long ago: “Son of man, I have made thee a watchmen unto the house of Israel:
therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me” (Ezek. 3:18).

The last warning involves the content of the preacher’s message. Peter told
Jesus: “Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life”” (John 6:68).
These words still exist today. They are found in the pages of God’s Word. These are
the words that lost man needs to hear. These are the words the church needs more
than ever. Ministers of the Gospel need to fill their lessons with a “thus saith the
Lord.” Paul told Timothy to “preach the word” (2 Tim. 4:2). He told Titus to “speak
thou the things which become sound doctrine” (Titus 2:10. Peter wrote: “If any man
speak, let him speak as the oracles of God” (I Peter 4:11). Gospel preachers,
regardless of the age of their audience, have a responsibility to declare “all the
counsel of God” (Acts 20:27).

This writer understands the need to meet people where they are. In so doing,
however, we must not refuse to tell people what they need to hear. Nor should we
soft-soap the powerful message of the Gospel of Christ. Truth is what sets men free
(John 8:32). The Word of God enables men to be sanctified (John 17:17). Growth
comes by partaking of the Word of God (I Peter 2:2). And, it will be the Word of God
that will judge all men, including youth, in the last day (John 12:48). Let’s address
our youth and their problems, but let us do so from the divine perspective, not from
the human “feel good” approach.

May our “Youth Approach” to preaching harmonize with the Bible greats of the
past. We close with Jeremiah’s words to Israel of old: “Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye
in the way, and see, and ask for the old paths, wherein is the good way, and walk
therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk
therein” (Jer. 6:16).
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