Prayer List of the Sick and Afflicted:

Joni McConnell is back home and is receiving therapy twice per week.

Derrick Burdsall, son of Tim and Liz, is recovering from a snhake bite.

Iris Hash is recovering from her hip replacement surgery and doing much better.
Delores Hendrickson is still struggling with a bad cough but is better.

Charlie Henard’s niece, Brittany Henard, is battling terminal cancer.

Karen Sproles is still dealing with pain in her knee.

Jean England, daughter of Karen Sproles, is still having stomach issues.

John Richardson is battling with bloating and stomach issues.

Pray For Our Shut-Ins:

Gloria Hale, Karen Sproles, Iris Hash, John & Terry Richardson

Pray For The Mission Works We Are Supporting:

John Grubb (Mission work in Asia), Daniel Goshorn and family (Mission work in
Peru). See latest mission reports on the bulletin board in the back of the auditorium.
Benevolence Opportunity:

For the month of September, we are asked to bring in canned soup and ramen
noodles. These items will be donated to the Metropolitan School District of
Martinsville food pantry.

Gospel Meeting:

The Shelbyville Rd. Church of Christ will be hosting a gospel meeting September 29
— October 3. Brother Ronnie Whittemore will be doing the speaking. Services times
are 10, 11 AM and 5 PM on Sunday and 7 PM Monday — Thursday.

Men’s Business Meeting:

The next men’s business meeting will be Wednesday, October 2nd at 5:00 PM.
Monthly Pitch-in Dinner:

Our next pitch-in dinner will be Sunday, October 6%, following the AM services.
Following the pitch-in, at 1:00 PM, we will have a service in song.

Ladies’ Day:

The ladies of the congregation will be hosting a ladies’ day on Saturday, October 5%
starting at 9:00 AM at the church building. The theme is “Mirror, Mirror” and the
guest speaker will be sister Beverly Blair of the Stop 11 Rd. Church of Christ in
Indianapolis.

Annual Fish Fry:
We will be having our annual church fish fry on Saturday, October 12™ at 5:00 PM.

Radio Program:

Please remember to tune in every Sunday morning at 8:00 AM to WCBK 102.3 FM
to hear our radio program which is entitled: “Preparing For Eternity”.

God’s Plan For Our Salvation

Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32).

Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6).

Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30).

Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37).

Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; | Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4).

Faithful Christian Living, after the above five steps (I Peter 2:11, 12; Rev. 2:10).
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GOOD THINGS HAPPEN WHEN WE TEACH THE LOST
Roger D. Campbell

What child of God would not agree that it is “good” to teach the
Gospel to those that are lost outside of Jesus? Surely no member of the
Lord’s church would be opposed to the idea of teaching the lost. The
“glad tidings of good things” (Rom. 10:15) is God’s message of
salvation through Jesus. All men everywhere need that message! We
are convinced that good things really do happen when we teach the
Gospel to lost people. What are some of those good things?

1. When we teach the lost, we are doing what the Lord instructed
us to do. Jesus gave the charge to go and teach or make disciples of all
nations (Matt. 28:19). He commanded His disciples to preach the
Gospel to every person in the whole world (Mark 16:15). When you
and | take part in this effort, we are doing what all Christians are
supposed to do. And, there is no doubt about it, it gives us a sense of
satisfaction, a great feeling, to know that we are doing what our Lord
wants us to do.

2. When we teach the lost, we are giving them the chance to hear
the only message that can save their soul. The Gospel is God’s power
unto salvation (Rom. 1:16). That message alone is called “the gospel of
your salvation” (Eph. 1:13). When we teach the Gospel to lost people,
we provide them with an opportunity to obey from the heart the only
doctrine that can set them free from sin (Rom. 6:17-18). Could there be
a more kind, loving gesture on our part? What could be more beneficial
to a human being than hearing God’s truth? Good things happen when
we teach the lost!

3. When we teach the lost we are increasing the odds of more
people being saved and going to heaven. A farmer knows that no
sowing means no reaping or harvest (Gal. 6:7). An insurance agent
knows that no effort to sell insurance means no purchasing of
insurance. In the same way, no sowing of the word of God means no
spiritual harvest of souls. But there is another mathematical factor
involved in teaching the lost. It is this basic rule: in general, the more
we teach, the better the odds of finding people that will receive the
word. And, the more saints that are involved in teaching the lost, the
better the chances of contacting people that will obey the Gospel.
Suppose that in a congregation of 50 members, only one person works

to try and teach the lost. Let’s say that on the average he tries to teach
one person per month. That means that in a one-year period, this
church has tried to reach a whopping total of 12 people (1 x 12). Itis
wonderful that an effort is made to reach those 12 people, but what if
every member of the congregation would get involved? If all 50
members would try to teach one person per month, well, the church has
gone from trying to reach just 12 people in one year to reaching out to
600 (50 x 12).

In our above illustration, by no means are we suggesting that we
should restrict ourselves to trying to teach just one person per month.
God forbid. But the point is clear, is it not? It is good to try and reach
12 people. It is better to try and reach 600. It is better yet to try and
reach as many people as we possibly can, anytime and anywhere! It
just stands to reason that the more members of the church we have
teaching on a frequent basis, the better the chances of running across
honest souls that will obey the truth and be saved! Heaven will be more
populated because of diligent efforts to teach the lost.

4. When we teach the lost, we become better teachers as a
result. The more we teach, the more comfortable and confident we
become as teachers. The more we teach, the more effective we become
as communicators. The more we teach, the more we are prepared to set
forth logical arguments in a clear fashion. The more we teach, the more
we are able to anticipate the questions and reactions of the hearers. The
more we teach, the more we are forced to study the word of God, and
in the long run, that is going to benefit us, those we try to teach, and
anyone around us that we may want to influence. Teaching the Gospel
to lost people is like a lot of other activities in life: the more experience
we gain in doing it, the more skilled we become at it. Put another way,
practice improves performance.

The conversion of a lost soul to the Lord Jesus requires the good
seed — the word of God (Luke 8:11), an honest and good heart on the
part of the hearer (Luke 8:15), and a sower. Brothers and sisters, you
and | must be the sowers that go everywhere preaching the word (Acts
8:4).

Let us all make a commitment to try and do all we can to reach
the lost. Let us pray earnestly for them, prepare diligently to teach
them, and work tirelessly to reach them. Our God will bless us as we
do that. Remember, good things happen when we teach the lost!



