Prayer List of the Sick and Afflicted:

Bob Hawkins will have more tests to try and determine the cause of his dizziness.
Ray Sturgill’s brothers-in-law, Darrel Short and Teddy Adams are in bad health.
Virginia McKinney is still dealing with back pain.

Alice Wade’s sisters Shirley and Linda in Florida are both suffering with cancer.
Mark Bunch, Lisa Bunch’s husband, recently had a cardiac ablation procedure.
Pray For Our Shut-Ins:

Karen Sproles, Iris Hash, and Kathy Malowitz

Pray For The Mission Works We Are Supporting:

John Grubb and his wife, Eta (Mission work in Asia), Daniel Goshorn and family
(Mission work in Peru). See their reports on the bulletin board.

Deepest Sympathy:

Our prayers go out to Ken and Sherrie Roosa at the recent passing of Sherrie’s
cousin, Patricia Hunt.

Benevolent Opportunity:

For the month of August, we will be donating canned pasta in support of the Gunner
Burnham food pantry.

Men’s Business Meeting:

The next monthly business meeting will be Wednesday, September 2™ at 5:00.
Fall Gospel Meeting:

Please pray for our upcoming fall gospel meeting which will be September 11 — 13.
Our speaker will be brother Ronnie Whittemore of the Stop 11 Road congregation in
Indianapolis. Services will be at 7 PM on Friday and Saturday evenings and at the
regularly scheduled times on Sunday. Please pray for a successful meeting.
Monthly Pitch-in Dinner:

Our next pitch-in dinner will be Sunday, September 13™, the last day of our gospel
meeting, following the morning service. Following the pitch-in at 1:00 PM we will
have worship and a final lesson from brother Ronnie then dismiss for the day.

Fish Fry:

Our annual church fish fry will be Saturday, September 26 at 5:00 PM at the
Martinsville City Park, Shelter House No. 1. Fish will be provided and all are
encouraged to bring side dishes, desserts and drinks.

Ladies’ Day:

The ladies of the congregation will be hosting a Ladies’ Day on Saturday, October
17 beginning at 9:30 AM. Ladies from area congregations will be invited.

Radio Program:

Please remember to tune in every Sunday morning at 8:00 AM to WCBK 102.3 FM
to hear our radio program which is entitled: “Preparing For Eternity”.

God’s Plan For Our Salvation:

Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32).

Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6).

Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30).

Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37).

Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; I Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4).

Faithful Christian Living, after the above five steps (I Peter 2:11, 12; Rev. 2:10).
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“In Season and Out of Season”
Tom Wacaster

Growth! We long for the increase. We pray frequently
and work fervently to this end, beseeching our God that He
might give us the increase. So, why is it that our efforts bear
so little fruit? Why are we not bursting at the seams? I can
well remember the 1960s (with occasional flash-backs into
the 50s), when cottage classes were not only popular, they
were powerful and profitable! Even into the 1970s our
evangelistic efforts produced a harvest of souls to the glory
of our God. But somewhere along the way, things began to
change, and it became increasingly difficult to find that good
and honest heart willing to listen and ready to obey. In
addition, the seeds of liberalism were sown in the 50s and
60s, and we are now reaping the harvest of the tares sown by
the enemies of God. Back then we did not have such blatant
denial of authority, fellowship with the denominations, and
the appeal to the flesh that now plagues our Lord’s church.
There was a far greater respect for the Scriptures, and a
deeper interest in a study of the same on the part of members
of the Lord’s church. Add to this the full harvest of
humanism and we begin to see why growth has slowed and
interest in spiritual things has tapered off.

I recently read of a brother in Christ who has been a
Christian since 1939. Baptized at a young age, he
immediately became active in teaching others while growing
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord. His observation is
strikingly familiar. He observed that it has become
increasingly more difficult to interest the lost in a study of

the Bible. Yes, the devil has done his work, and we are the
less fortunate for it.

It should also be observed that fewer individuals are
willing to make a deep seated commitment to Christ. Often
studies are canceled part of the way through because the
student can see where the studies are leading and what it will
cost them with regard to change. How shall we react to this
changing atmosphere? Paul stated it clearly when he told
Timothy, “I charge thee in the sight of God, and of Christ
Jesus, who shall judge the living and the dead, and by his
appearing and his kingdom. preach the word, be urgent in
season, out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all
longsuffering and teaching” (11 Tim. 4:1-2). One old
preacher paraphrased that passage: “Preach it when they
want it, and when they don’t want it.” Our obligation is to
preach and teach. We must leave the numbers business in the
Lord’s hands and concentrate on our responsibility of getting
the word out. The three N’s of Noise, Nickels and Numbers
(as one brother called it) must not become our modus-
operandi. While some congregations are abandoning the old
paths to walk in the footsteps of the denominations, let us
determine that we will not only walk in those old paths, but
that we will proclaim it unto others.

We must never forget that there are three important
factors when it comes to saving the lost. There is the will of
God, who does not want any to perish. There is the will of
the teacher, who longs for the increase and salvation of those
near and dear to him. Finally, there is the will of the lost
individual. 1t s the last which has changed in the past twenty
years.



