
 

Prayer List of the Sick and Afflicted: 

Judy Coley has a growth in front of her right ear, one in the lymph node near the 

larynx area, and one in her thyroid gland.  She had a biopsy on April 18th to 

determine the type of carcinoma and will have the results next week. 

Virginia McKinney is suffering with back and hip pain. 

Iris Hash is battling and upper respiratory tract infection. 

Kami Harrison, granddaughter of Jesse and Susie Riddle is recovering from her fall. 

Joni McConnell’s sister is recovering from shoulder issues after falling. 

Evelyn Murphy has been struggling with respiratory issues. 

Gordon Wonsley, former gospel preacher at the Paris, Illinois Church of Christ, is 

recovering from heart bypass surgery at the hospital in Champaign, IL. 

Tim Burdsall is still recovering from knee replacement surgery. 

Delores Hendrickson continues to need our prayers for sustained health. 

Charlie Henard’s niece, Brittany Henard, is battling terminal cancer. 

Karen Sproles is still dealing with pain in her knee. 

Pray For Our Shut-Ins: 

Gloria Hale, Karen Sproles, Iris Hash, Terry Richardson and Kathy Malowitz 

Pray For The Mission Works We Are Supporting: 

John Grubb (Mission work in Asia), Daniel Goshorn and family (Mission work in 

Peru).  See latest mission reports on the bulletin board in the back of the auditorium.  

Deepest Sympathy: 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Mike and Doris Parnell at the passing of their 

friend and sister in Christ, Elizabeth Cain. 

Benevolent Opportunities: 

We are now collecting macaroni and cheese, instant pastas and rice meals. These 

items will be donated to the Martinsville school food pantry. 

Monthly Pitch-in Dinner: 

Our next pitch-in dinner will be Sunday, April 27, following the AM services.  

Following the pitch-in, at 1:00 PM, we will conclude our gospel meeting. 

Men’s Business Meeting: 

The next men’s business meeting will be Wednesday, May 7th, at 5:00 PM. 

2025 Gospel Meetings: 

Our spring gospel meeting with former Morgan St. gospel preacher Randall Jones 

will be held April 25 – 27.  Services Friday and Saturday will start at 7:00 PM.  

Following the Sunday morning service we will have a pitch-in dinner and a service 

will be held afterwards at 1:00 PM to conclude the meeting.  Meeting flyers are on 

the table in the back of the auditorium to be handed out or mailed to your friends. 

Radio Program: 

Please remember to tune in every Sunday morning at 8:00 AM to WCBK 102.3 FM 

to hear our radio program which is entitled: “Preparing For Eternity”. 

God’s Plan For Our Salvation 

Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32). 

Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6). 

Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30). 

Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37). 

Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; I Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4). 

Faithful Christian Living, after the above five steps (I Peter 2:11, 12; Rev. 2:10). 
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THE RELIGION OF MAN OR THE RELIGION OF GOD? 

        The Bible makes it very clear that there are only two religions from 

which man can choose: the religion of man or the religion of God! The 

statement Jesus made in Matthew 12:30 will haunt many people in the Day of 

Judgment. Jesus warned, “He that is not with me is against me; and he that 

gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.” To choose a man-made religion 

(any denomination) over the church of Christ (Christ’s church), places one in 

direct opposition to the Lord. The reason it is the church of Christ is because 

the church belongs to Christ. He promised to build His church (Matt. 16:18) 

which is His body of which He is head (Eph. 1:22-23). 

        Man’s religion has always been attractive and pleasing to men, but it has 

never been pleasing to God. Churches founded by men lack the authority that 

comes from Heaven and are thus of no benefit to one seeking to be a 

worshipper of God. Let us apply some principles found in 1 Kings 18 that 

will be of benefit to us today. The religion of man comes in many forms 

and has many followers. Elijah was “one man” seeking to serve God, but 

Baal’s false prophets numbered 450. The odds always seem to be in favor of 

Satan and the world. One reason this is true is because a depraved religion 

will always attract and pacify an immoral and depraved humanity. It was 

Barabbas, the notorious murderer and insurrectionist, that the morally corrupt 

Jews wanted released instead of the Christ (Matt. 27:21). Today, Christ is 

crucified afresh (repeatedly) as people pledge their allegiance to man-made 

churches and scoff at the Lord’s church. 

        The false prophets of Baal were zealous to their religion as they “cried 

aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lances, till the 

blood gushed out upon them” (1 Kings 18:28). Today, many are zealous 

to their religion as they devoutly defend worship that is not authorized by the 

Scriptures. The apostle Paul rightly describes those who refuse to be guided 

by a thus saith the Lord as those who “...have a zeal of God, but not 

according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and 

going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted 

themselves unto the righteousness of God” (Rom. 10:2-3). Earnestness 

without humble submission and obedience to the Word of God is in vain. 

        Followers of Baal were deceived, and so are those today who follow 

men instead of Christ. The disciples of Baal cried out “but there was neither 

voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded” (1 Kings 18:29). The Lord 

will not answer those today who are worshipping in religious error. Christ 

said, “Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be 

rooted up. Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind 

lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch” (Matt. 15:13-14). 

        The religion God authorizes is unique and has few followers. Elijah 

thought that he was all alone in seeking to do the will of God. It was revealed 

to him, however, that there were still seven thousand in Israel who had not 

bowed down to Baal (2 Kings 19:18; cf. Rom. 11:4). Elijah was not alone in 

his struggle to worship according to God’s will, and neither are we alone 

today in our struggle to worship “in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). Compared 

to the followers of false teachers, however, followers of righteousness are 

indeed few in number. Being unpopular and in the minority must never deter 

those who value their souls from doing what is godly and right. Victory does 

not belong to the multitudes who choose to follow the creeds of men and 

worldly philosophy but to those who choose to follow the Lord and are 

guided by His Word! 

        Every person, while in this life, must decide who he will 

follow. There are two opinions to choose between: God’s or man’s. The Bible 

tells us that these two opinions are as wide apart as daylight and darkness. 

The Scriptures declare, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 

your ways my ways, saith Jehovah. For as the heavens are higher than the 

earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 

thoughts” (Isa. 55:8-9). How much more clearly can God state that what man 

“thinks” and “feels” doesn’t matter when it comes to acceptable worship and 

service? It is tragic that so many people value and trust their feelings more 

than they value and trust the inspired Word of God. The Scriptures do not 

teach one to cling to his feelings and never part with them, but God’s Word 

does instruct one to “Buy the truth, and sell it not” (Prov. 23:23). The Word 

of God and His Son is such truth (John 17:17). 

        The question of 1 Kings 18:21 is appropriate to ask of people 

today: “How long halt [limp] ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, 

follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a 

word” The principle today is this: “If Christ be the founder of the church, 

follow Him; but if men are the legitimate and scriptural founders 

of the church, then follow them.” 

        God’s Word emphatically teaches that salvation is in Christ Jesus (2 

Tim. 2:10), not some man! All will be judged by the Word of Christ and not 

by the word of men. Most people today have seemingly decided that John 

12:48 reads like this: “It does not matter if one rejects Christ and receives not 

his sayings, he will be judged by the creeds, opinions, and feelings of men.” 

What a contrast with what the Bible teaches! Jesus says, “He that rejecteth 

me, and receiveth not my sayings, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I 

spake, the same shall judge him in the last day.” 

        The question pertaining to saving one’s soul is this: “Will you choose 

the religion of man or the religion of God?” The eternal destiny of your soul 

depends on the choice you make!  -- Marvin L. Weir 
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