
Prayer List of the Sick and Afflicted:
Virginia McKinney is suffering with back and hip pain.
Ray Sturgill is now back home recovering from heart issues and is going to rehab
three times per week.
Joni McConnell’s sister has been hospitalized with shoulder issues after falling.
Evelyn Murphy has been struggling with respiratory issues.
Tim Burdsall is still recovering from knee replacement surgery.
Judy Coley and Iris Hash are dealing with fluid in their ears.
Delores Hendrickson continues to need our prayers for sustained health.
Charlie Henard’s niece, Brittany Henard, is battling terminal cancer but holding her
own.
Karen Sproles is still dealing with pain in her knee.
Pray For Our Shut-Ins:
Gloria Hale, Karen Sproles, Iris Hash, Terry Richardson
Pray For The Mission Works We Are Supporting:
John Grubb (Mission work in Asia), Daniel Goshorn and family (Mission work in
Peru).  See latest mission reports on the bulletin board in the back of the auditorium.
Deepest Sympathy:
Our thoughts and prayers go out to Tina Knoy and her family at the passing of Tina’s
step mother, Jan McCurry, in Florida last week after a long terminal illness.
Benevolent Opportunities:
We are collecting canned soups and meal entrees such as ravioli, beef stew, etc.
through March 9th. These items will be donated to the Martinsville school food
pantry.
Monthly Pitch-in Dinner:
Our next pitch-in dinner will be Sunday, April 6, following the AM services. 
Following the pitch-in, at 1:00 PM, we will have a service in song.
Men’s Business Meeting:
The next men’s business meeting will be Wednesday, April 2nd, at 5:00 PM.
2025 Gospel Meetings:
Our gospel meetings for 2025 have been confirmed.  Brother Randall Jones will hold
our spring meeting April 25 – 27 and brother Donnie Vick will hold our fall meeting
September 12 – 14.
Radio Program:
Please remember to tune in every Sunday morning at 8:00 AM to WCBK 102.3 FM
to hear our radio program which is entitled: “Preparing For Eternity”.

God’s Plan For Our Salvation
Hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32).
Believing what is taught (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6).
Repentance (Acts 2:38; Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30).
Confession (Romans 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37).
Baptism (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; I Peter 3:21; Romans 6:3, 4).
Faithful Christian Living, after the above five steps (I Peter 2:11, 12; Rev. 2:10).
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THOUGHTS ABOUT GOD’S PROVIDENCE

Jason Patrick Hilburn

        Make sure you are faithful to God if you want His favor and greatest
blessings. This involves repenting of all sins, doing what He commanded for
forgiveness, living a life of obedience, and prioritizing spiritual things over
material things every day. Take time to read all these passages: Prov.
28:9; Isa. 59:1-2; Matt. 6:19-21,33; 6:25-34; 7:21-27; 10:32-39; Luke
9:23; John 4:24; 9:31; Acts 2:36-42; 20:7; 22:16; Rom. 3:23; 6:3-6; 12:1-
2, 9-21; 2 Cor. 4:16-18; Eph. 1:3; Phil. 2:12; Col. 3:1-4; Heb. 5:9; 10:23-31;
1 Peter 1:15-16; 3:12,20-21; 1 John 1:6-2:6, 15-17).
        Don’t stop trusting God in the middle of one of life’s storms! Patiently
trust God until the end, even if it takes years, or even to the point of death. He
will bless you in the way He chooses when He chooses (Psalm 27:10-14; Job
13:15; Luke 18:26-30; Rev. 2:10).
        What you THINK should have happened, may not actually be what was
best. Our heavenly Father knows best. Trust Him with all your heart instead
of assuming you always know what is best. He knows the potential outcome
of every possible scenario. Let Him direct your paths via His Word as you
trust in His providential care (Prov. 3:5-6; Psa. 119:105; 147:5; Isa. 55:8-9).
        Just when everything looks bad, God may surprise you with something
even better than what you wanted or expected! Our Heavenly Father is “able
to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think” (Eph. 3:20).
        If we are faithful Christians, remember that God is on our side and has a
great desire to bless us, just as an earthly father wants his children to be
blessed. Our Heavenly Father can give far greater gifts than any earthly father
(Psa. 46:1; Matt. 7:7-11; 1 Cor. 15:55-57; 2 Cor. 9:15; 1 Peter 3:12)! Jesus
taught that if God takes care of the birds and flowers, how much more will
He take care of His children (Matt. 6:25-34)? If God can create and uphold
the universe, can He not take care of us (Neh. 9:6; Heb. 1:3; Acts 17:28)? If
God did not spare His only begotten Son because of His love for us, will He
not take care of us (Rom. 8:32)?
        It seems many Christians do not believe God is answering prayers today,
however, people of faith believe everything God said, including what He said
about answering prayers (Rom. 10:17). “And this is the confidence that we
have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us:
And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the
petitions that we desired of him” (1 John 5:14-15). We must ask according to
God’s will, but we do not always know what God’s will is. We must simply

make our requests and let God’s will be done as we completely trust Him
(Prov. 3:5-6; Mark 14:36). When Jesus taught about God’s providential care,
Jesus scolded his hearers for their lack of faith in their Father’s
providence: “O ye of little faith” (Matt. 6:30). How much faith do we have in
God’s providence? If you are a faithful Christian but praying to God without
faith that He is listening or willing to help, don’t expect Him to grant your
request! James said Christians must ask “in faith” without wavering, or they
will receive nothing (James 1:6-7). Why should Christians believe everything
in the Bible except what God said about answering prayers?
        If you have some selfish, sinful motivation behind your request, don’t
expect God to grant your request (James 4:3), and if you don’t ask for help,
don’t expect to get help: “...ye have not, because ye ask not” (James 4:2).
Asking God for what we need honors Him and acknowledges our dependence
on Him as the Giver of every good and perfect gift (James 1:17; cf. Deut.
8:18). We also acknowledge His providence by giving Him thanks “in
everything,” “always for all things” (1 Thess. 5:18; Eph. 5:20).
        Nothing bothering you is too small or great to give to God. He wants us
to cast “all” our cares upon Him (1 Peter 5:7), and to “Be
careful [anxious] for nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace
of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6-7). “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one that
asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall
be opened” (Matt. 7:7-8; cf. 7:9-11).
        Christians must understand the difference between the miraculous and
the providential. Christians may pray for safety during a storm (providential
care, Phil. 4:6-7), but Jesus rebuked a storm and it immediately disappeared
(miraculous, Mark 4:39). God rained down bread from heaven for the
Israelites (miraculous, Exodus 16), but Jesus taught His followers to pray for
their daily bread (non miraculous, providential blessings, Matt. 6:11, 25-34).
God said that miracles would cease, but He never implied that prayers for
providential blessings would become ineffective after the miraculous age
(Zech. 13:1-3; 1 Cor. 13:8-12; Eph. 4:7-13; 5:20).
        Regarding the details and inner workings of God’s providence, we could
say what Mordecai said: “Who knows?” (Est. 4:14; Rom.
11:33; 13:1; Philemon 15). Man cannot always know how and when God
works in His providential care, but this writer has seen it countless times and
plans to trust in the Great Provider until the end.
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